




~ planning in the early 1990S under 
Gil y Gil. Within fifteen years he had 
amassed an astounding fortune that 
included several hotels and fincas, a 
ranch with thoroughbred horses and 
bulls, a private jet, vintage cars and an 
art collection that included paintings 
by Juan Mira. It has been alleged that 
Roca controlled some 120 companies, 
had nine mobile telephones and had 
authorised licences on an estimated 
600 real estate deals worth billions 
of euros. His wealth, so he claimed 
publicly, came from having won the 
lottery a somewhat unlikely eighty 
times during his lifetime. 

During the period between Gil y 
Gil's death and his own arrest last year, 
Roca was so powerful that it was said 
no major deal within Marbella went 
ahead without his approval. Indeed, 
he is believed to have stated, with 
some accuracy: "I am the town hall". 
Certainly, it appears his power was 
sufficient to ensure that Julian Munoz's 
term of office as mayor was cut short 
- with his subsequent replacement by 
the more pliable Marisol VagUe. The 
latter, a somewhat arrogant and vain 
woman, now stands accused, amongst 
other things, of accepting €1.3 million in 

bribes, a free face lift and a flat for her 
son in Madrid. 

The endemic corruption 
surrounding Marbella town council 
started to unravel in 2005 when a 
young and incorruptible judge, Miguel 
Angel Torres, was placed in charge of 
investigating money laundering in 
Malaga. This massive problem was 
found to be inextricably linked to 
property development and led the 
judge ineVitably to Marbella, the town 
hall and a mire of housing fraud, licence 
abuses, bribery and corruption. 

Operation Malaya was SWiftly 
mounted in 2006 and within three 
months Judge Torres was coolly reeling 
in the major 'players'. Twenty-three 
people were arrested including Antonio 
Roca, mayor Marisol Vague and her 
deputy, Isabel Garcia Marcos, who had 
been known preViously as an anti­
corruption campaigner. Astonishingly, 
the police announced that they had 
seized a mind-blowing €2.4 billion 
worth of cash and assets. This haul 
included €830,OOO in cash. 275 works 
of art, 103 horses, 14 cars, 24 historical 
weapons, five kilos of jewellery and 
a helicopter. Within days, Marbella 
council had been dissolved by the ~ 

Roca bye baby: 
from multi-millionairl! 

city planner to alife 
behind bars? 



The Players
 
1he 6tJdJather 

Jesus Gil Y Gil 
Mayor of Marbella 199 I . 2002 
Owner of Atletico Madrid football club 
Convicted of embezzlement 2002 
Died 2004 

Juan Antonio Roea 
Marbella. Clty Planner 

From dole co one of the 
richest people in Andalucia 

Arrested 2006 

Marisol Yaglie 1he f&pfet 
Mayor of Marbella 2003 - 2006 
Apparently received a face lift 
and €1.3 million in bribes 
Arrested 2006 Isabel Ga;eia M ..<' 
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puty Mayor ofM 
€378,000 in . arbella '.' 

. cash found .Arrested 2006 .. 121 her safe 

Judge Miguel Angel Torres 

JUlil3.n Mufioz
 
Gil y G:il's J'ight-hand man and
 
boyfriend of Spanish flamenco
 
star Isabel Pantoja
 
Mayor of Marbella 2002 2003
 
Jailed 2006
 

-36-year-old exam~i~ron::' __~_.::g~j~u~dge:........

Isabel Pantoja 

~Retiring, c~ and thoroughSpam's answer to Shirley Bassey 
Accused of receiving dirty money from -Head of Operation Malaya ­
boyfriend Julian Mufioz - ted to th;;imina1 co~t in Granad~ . Promo
Arrested last May but released on bail ,...----- _ 

_...--­--_ ...... --­Denies all involvement at every opportunity 1,....--.------­
the~at 127 



~ Spanish national government, the 
first time such an action had occurred 
since Spain became a democracy 
under the 1976 constitution. 

The full extent and implications 
of the corruption in Marbella are still 
coming to light. In July 2007 Judge 
Torres announced that he was charging 
eighty-six people in connection with 
fraud and corruption in the city. Of 
these, two are former mayors and 
twenty were past councillors. The 
remainder rank amongst the elite of 
Marbella and range from lawyers and 
businessmen through to developers 
and politicians. 

As for Marbella itself, incredibly, 
not a single school or health centre 
has been built in fifteen years and 
a 'floating' permanent population 
estimated to have ballooned to around 
160,000 people is surviving on an 
infrastructure that has not changed 
since 1991. To make matters worse, 
under mayor Gil y Gil, Marbella 
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council paid neither social security 
contributions nor tax for its workforce 
- which expanded from 400 in 1991 to 
3,200 in 2006. 

It is estimated that Marbella is now 
saddled with accumulated debts of 
around €200 million, hampering any 
possible rectification of the town's 
traumatised infrastructure. This, of 
course, is the final insult to those 
worrying themselves sick about the 
legality of their homes, terrified that 
theirs might be one of the properties 
scheduled for demolition. 

But perhaps the biggest scandal 
is that endemic corruption within 
Marbella had been widely known 
about for years by those living and 
working on the Costa del Sol. How 
was it, therefore, that it took so long 
for anything to be done? What it all 
seems to point to is an element of high­
level, institutional collusion ... with the 
distinct possibility that this particular 
story is very far from over. F3 

Partners in wine: 
Roca and Gil at 
theheighf of 
their powers 




